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From: - 
Jonathan Sutton 
Leader at Spearhead E.S.U 
 
άhǳǊ {Ŏƻǳǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ 
international project, forming a partnership with 
a Ghanaian scout group. Our explorers have 
worked really hard to fund raise to send them 
equipment that they needed including badges and 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǎŎƻǳǘƛƴƎΦέ 
 

Jonathan 

 

Spearhead E.S.U International 

Partnership Project 

 
Spearhead E.S.U have officially twinned with 

Sanarigu District Scout Group, based in the town 

of Tamale in Northern Ghana in an exciting new 

international partnership.  

 

The partnership came about when Jonny Sutton, a 

leader at the Spearheads, travelled to Ghana to 

carry out a three month volunteering project as 

part of the International Citizen Service scheme in 

June of last year. Whilst there he met the leader of 

Sanarigu Scouts, Mohammed Andani and was 

invited to take part in a day hike with his group 

along with friend Danny Rudin, leader at 7th 

Sefton East E.S.U, who was also taking part in the 

volunteering project.  After a wonderful day spent 

getting to know the group and taking part in 

outdoor activities Jonny and Danny were fortunate 

enough to be invested into the group as honorary 

leaders. Despite the hugely impressive degree of 

enthusiasm for scouting shown by Sanarigu scouts 

it was hard not to notice that they were really short 

of kit, including uniforms, neckers and badges.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sadly, most of the Scouts did not have the World 

Scout badge, the badge that symbolises friendship 

and unity amongst the estimated 28 million scouts 

around the world today and that is generally given 

to all scouts when they are invested into their unit.  

 

Upon return to the UK Jonny gave a presentation 

to the Spearheads detailing his experiences with 

the Sanarigu scouts and asked if they would be 

interested in forming an international partnership 

with the group, to a resounding ‘Yes!’. It was 

decided that the group would fundraise in order to 

buy as many of the essential badges as possible to 

send to our new found friends, including the 

World Scout badge and personalised group name 

tapes. For over six months the group took part in a 

number of activities including busking, bake sales 

and sponsored badge sewing. We also worked 

together with other groups in the Southport 

district, including Griffin E.S.U who kindly 

donated a good deal of activity badges to our 

project. The explorers also each contributed one 

item that they though best represented Britain and 

scouting as well as letters introducing themselves 

to their new friends. After a great deal of work 

and enthusiasm on the part of Spearhead explorers 

our ‘British Scouting in a Box’ project was ready 

to send to Ghana.  

 

After a nerve wracking few weeks the package 

was finally received by Mohammed with the 

badges, gifts and letters presented to members of 

Sanarigu District scouts at a special scouting 

ceremony. Mohammed said that  

 

http://www.southportdistrictscouts.org.uk/
http://www.merseysidescouts.org.uk/
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ñMy scouts are inspired by this because they 

consider themselves lucky to have such an 

international relationship with other scouts from 

other parts of the worldò.  

 

The remaining activity badges will be awarded at 

a camp organised for later this year as a way of 

motivating his scouts to participate in as many 

activities as possible. Projects like this represent 

the very essence of what scouting is all about - 

team work and friendship - and the leadership 

team are very proud of all the explorers for their 

sustained and enthusiastic engagement. The 

explorers are now well on the way to earning their 

International Partnership, Global Issues and  

Fundraising badges which also contribute towards 

earning the Queen’s Scout award; the highest 

award in scouting. The future is bright for the 

partnership between Spearheads and Sanarigu 

scouts with many suggestions from the explorers  

on how to build a lasting relationship - a flag 

exchange project is currently being planned. In 

today’s troubled world this project shows what 

can be achieved when people come together to 

extend a hand of friendship and cooperation 

across communities, sea and borders.

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sanarigu District Scouts, with leader Mohammed Andani (far right) displaying  

the scouting items sent to them by their friends Spearhead E.S.U. 
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Spearhead E.S.U and leaders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mohammed, wearing a Spearhead E.S.U. necker, 

Investing a new scout into his group with a 

woggle and badges donated to his group by the 

Spearheads 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sanarigu District Scout leader Mohammed 

Andani awarding personalised name tapes  

to his group.  
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Jonathan Sutton (leader at Spearhead E.S.U), Mohammed Andani (leader at Sanarigu District Scouts) and 

Danny Ruddin (leader at 7th Sefton East E.S.U) posing for a picture after taking part in a group hike 

around Tamale, Ghana.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jonny and Danny with the scouts of Sanarigu district after being invested  

as honorary leaders into their group.  
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1st Southport Willow Beavers have been working towards the Community 

Impact Challenge Badge with help from the Scout Associationôs Million Hands 
campaign. 

 
They decided, as a colony, to support and raise awareness for Water Aid. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over the last month they have discussed ways to save 
Water, took part in a quiz, learned about the  
importance of washing your hands and raised funds 
by doing a Chore for a Coin.  
 
Some of the chores consisted of washing the dishes, 
making breakfast, sorting socks and vacuuming the  
house.  
 
One Beaver even became a waiter at an 80th birthday 
party to raise funds.  
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The Beavers raised a fantastic £32.50 for Water Aid.  
 

            Well done! Willow Beavers. 
 

Laura Reevey 

 

How to complete your Duke of Edinburghôs Award 
 

This year, the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE) scheme is celebrating its 60
th
 year!  DofE is a voluntary programme 

of activities for 14-24-year-olds. It involves volunteering, improving your skills, going on an expedition and, for the 

highest level of the scheme, taking part in a residential activity. DofE links directly to the Chief Scout’s Platinum and 

Diamond awards and the Queen’s Scout Award. Fancy getting involved? Take a look at our top tips to get started… 

1. Register ASAP 
Every young person needs to register with the scheme before they embark on their programme. This can be done via 

your County DofE Adviser. Once you’re registered, you can start planning your programme. 

 2.Planning is SO important! 

Make sure you take time to plan all aspects of your adventure, whether it’s selecting the kind of activities you would 

like to do or getting prepared physically, mentally and practically for the expeditions ahead. 

3. Double up on activities 
It’s likely that you’re already doing some activities that would count towards a DofE Award. Discuss which hobbies 

and activities count already and work on progressing in them – you can set yourself some new goals along the way 

too. 

4. Keep up to date 
Once enrolled, you’ll receive an eDofE account and a Welcome Pack. Keep your details up to date and submit your 

evidence and award once it’s completed. 

5. Thereôs no such thing as a silly question! 
It’s always better to ask and find out the right answer than to make assumptions and get things wrong. The DofE team 

are more than happy to help, and you can contact them at dofe@scouts.org.uk. 

  

There is loads of support available to help you achieve your ambitions through the DofE programmes. Check out the 

DofE pages at scouts.org.uk/dofe. 

Every County in England has a DofE Adviser who can provide localised support.  
 

http://www.dofe.org/diamond-anniversary
mailto:dofe@scouts.org.uk
http://scouts.org.uk/Library/Caches/TemporaryItems/Outlook%20Temp/scouts.org.uk/dofe

